in the History of Medicine. Wisely in this first issue the editors have made no attempt to apply value-judgments in selecting their citations, on the principle that most historians are capable of making up their own minds. Nevertheless, one can foresee that this policy, if pursued in the cumulations, will lead to confusion in the minds of many users simply because the core of good material will be in danger of submersion under a mass of derivative and mediocre articles. Perhaps this hazard might be reduced, when that time comes, by the introduction of many more subject headings of greater specificity than those used in this volume. The definitive history of psychiatry has still to be written. A few sketches exist; a few themes have been explored; a few scholars are aware of the force of Karl Jaspers' comment that the 'history of mental illness may be conceived in terms of history in Book Reviews the social and cultural sense'. So far, however, only a handful of trained historians have explored systematically the lessons of the past which emerge from the study of morbid behaviour and its management. A book of nearly 400 pages on this topic by a professor of American history is therefore something of an event.
Professor Grob has chosen as his theme the development of a single institution, the Worcester State Hospital in Massachusetts, from the time of its foundation in the early 1830s until 1920. Over the greater part of a century he is therefore able to trace the story of how changes in the management of the insane reflected not so much advances in scientific knowledge as a variety of social, economic, religious and personal factors, all contributing to the fluctuating climate of pyschiatric opinion. The contemporary psychiatrist must find it chastening to view the past forty years in the light of his predecessors' experience. He will as surely be impressed by the modernity of the outlook of the young Adolf Meyer during the six years he spent at Worcester from 1896 to 1902. Above all, he will be compelled to echo Sir Aubrey Lewis's question about the changing face of pyschiatry: 'how 
